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Bronx Council on the Arts’ Bronx WritersCorps Spons ors Youth Poetry Slam League’s 

Preliminaries on Thursday, May 13th at the Owen Dol en Recreational Center 
 
(April 30, 2010 �  Bronx, NY) Bronx WritersCorps, a program of the Bronx Council 
on the Arts’ (BCA) Bronx Writers Center, will host “Floetry” � �  Poetry In Motion 
Preliminary Slam �� at 5:00pm on Thursday, May 13th at the Owen Dolen 
Recreational Center at 2551 Westchester Avenue in the Westchester Square 
section of the Bronx (on East Tremont Avenue near the #6 subway station). This 
slam is open to the public and admission is free. 
 
This is the fourteenth annual Bronx WritersCorps Youth Poetry Slam in which the 
borough’s most talented teen poets compete to become the best slam team in the 
Bronx. The finalist will be announced at this slam and will move on to the finals on 
May 20th (also at the Owen Dolen Center) where they will be awarded with 
trophies and gift cards sponsored by Barnes & Noble at Bay Plaza. 
 
Slams are high-energy performance poetry competitions in which participants vie 
for best performance of original poetry and are scored Olympic-style by a panel of 
judges. BCA’s Bronx Writers Center has been sponsoring teen poetry slams since 
1997. Young poets from the Bronx WritersCorps sites as well as a number of 
outside organization slam teams will compete. 
 
The preliminaries will be hosted by Earl Majette , a.k.a. Brother Earl, a versatile 
writer and performer who has been on the poetry circuit touring extensively across 
the United States, Canada and abroad. He’s been showcased on various radio & internet stations including 
Digital Music Choice and has played nationally as part of the programming of Cablevision. Earl has 
participated in the 2003 national poetry slam representing team New Jersey and he was a 2002 finalist for 
team New Orleans. He appeared in the film "Hughes Dream Harlem" which was aired on the STARZ network 
and featured on Maurice Debois’ special on Harlem Week. He’s been the host of a poetry radio show 
"What’s the Word" on 93.5fm (WRTN), has produced three poetry CDs, and has opened for notables as The 
Last Poets, Keith Sweat, Allison Williams, 112 and Charlie Murphy. Brother Earl's poetry has been published 
in Yale University's Peabody Museum Anthology "Poems on the Road to Peace" and the Lyrical Times. His 
poems are also used as teaching tools in New York City schools, colleges & A.C.S. direct foster care. 
 
Bronx WritersCorps  is part of a national program created to improve literacy levels and to provide avenues 
of expression for residents of the most underserved & challenged neighborhoods. It is active at community 
sites ranging from schools and detention facilities to homeless shelters and community-based organizations. 
Participants range in age from elementary school to high school and represent all ethnic communities of the 
Bronx. Bronx WritersCorps focuses on a variety of unique initiatives which can be adapted to the population 
being served, thus maximizing the WritersCorps potential.  
 
For more information on these poetry slams, about becoming part of a poetry slam team, or about the Bronx 
WritersCorps, please contact Desiree Wright at the Bronx Writers Center at desiree@bronxarts.org or 718-
409-1265 x10 
 
The Bronx WritersCorps is supported by the New York State Council on the Arts, the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, the Department 
of Youth & Community Development, Councilman James Vacca, and BCA members. 

 

 
Earl J. Majette, aka Brother Earl, a 
versatile writer and performer, will 
host the Bronx WritersCorps 14th 
annual poetry slam finals on Thursday, 
May 13th at the Owen Dolen 
Recreational Center in the Westchester 
Square section of the Bronx. 
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