Culture trolley offers boro’s best

BY SONDRA WOLFER
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THAT’S HOW they roll.

Riders hopping aboard the
Bronx Culture Trolley get front
door service to museums, galler-

ies, theaters and other artistic.

hotspots in the South Bronx.

“It’s an introduction to the area
and a teaser at the same time.
We have too much going on for
just one night,” said Phil Cardone
of the Bronx Council on the Arts,
which runs the monthly tour.

Since 2002, trolley passen-
gers have gotten free rides to
the Bronx Museum of the Arts,

Pregones Theater and Longwood
Art Gallery, among other South
Bronx cultural destinations, usu-
ally ending in an after-party at the
Bruckner Bar & Grill, which has its
own art gallery.

Cardone said the tour introduc-
es people to cultural institutions of
the lower Grand Concourse, while
at the same time transforming
outdated and mistaken percep-
tions of the South Bronx.

“It’s a fun, safe environment
to enjoy an area that people may
have avoided even after all these
years,” he said.

On the first Wednesday of

every montbh, the trolley takes off
from Hostos Community College
and loops around the lower Grand
Concourse in Mott Haven.

The tour has drawn people from
the five boroughs, as well as tour-
ists from Italy, Japan and Belgium.
1n 2007, the Center for an Urban Fu-
ture named it the most successful
culture trolley in the city.

The galleries, museums,
theaters and cafes on the route
change each month, but Cardone
said the upbeat atmosphere stays
the same. -

“It’s the magic trolley,” he said.
“It makes everybody just have a
good time.”

- For more information, go to
www.bronxarts.org.
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